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SAYCE'S LECTURES ON THE BELIGIOIS OF THE ANCIENT BABYLONIANS.* 



No books are more welcome at this time to O. T. students than those dis- 
cussiag the religions of people akin to the Hebrews. Such is the one before us. 
It is the latest and the most exhaustive treatise in English of the Babylonian 
religion. Its author is numbered among the authorities on Assyriology, and 
while some may think his poetic fancy is at times too strong, no English scholar, 
certainly, stands higher in this department of learning. First, we have a good 
sketch of the immense difficulties attending the study of original Assyrian litera- 
ture. He who succeeds here must be endowed with little less than genius in 
unraveling the mysteries of the past, and a spirit of heroism that shrinks from 
no painstaking task in gatheriug and deciphering bits of clay tablets, matchiug 
them together and seeing that not a single precious word is lost. In the results 
of this study here given, especially in the first lecture, we have a good insight into 
the views of Assyriologists upon Old Testament subjects. Some of the facts or 
theories presented will appear quite novel to the average Bible student. It is 
said, for example, that Sargon I., of Babylonia, reigned 3750 B. C, or 1400 years 
earlier than the date assigned to the flood in the margin of our English Bibles. 
The difEerent liues of the proof of this fact are given ; they wUl, however, scarcely 
satisfy all readers. Babylonian Influence on Israel is shown to have been very great 
from the kiaship between the people, and it is claimed that along the Euphrates 
rather than the Nile must be sought the religious antiquities of the Hebrew people. 
This, of course, thoroughly accords with incidental statements of Scripture. 
But few have thought of the ark and the table of shew bread and the lavers of the 
priests being of the temples of the old ancestral home. More striking, perhaps, 
is the derivation given to certain names. Moses is not of Egyptian origin from 
"mess" or "messu" son, as is quite popularly believed, but from the Assyrian 
" masu " hero. The name Joseph, also, probably was originally " asipu " the god 
of the oracle, and "long before the Israeli tish house of Joseph took posses- 
sion of Luz it had been the house of Joseph iu another sense, and the sanctuary 
of a Canaanitish oracle." Likewise also to the Babylonian pantheon are we to 
look for the originals of the names of the three earliest kings of Israel, Saul, 
David, and Solomon. But not all of this volume is filled with such interesting 
references to the Old Testament, although many others are given. Its bulk is 
devoted to a description of the various deities of Babylonia and the explanation 
of their development and meaning. The lectures given to this wUl, perhaps, 
be found heavy and dull to those not especially interested in the science of relig- 
ion. Yet they are replete with needed information, and are of great value in 
showing the wide gulf existing between the Semitic religion of the valley of the 
Euphrates and that of the Jordan. Without divine revelation such a difference 
could not have existed. Still, however, from the Assyrian Psalms we find that 
God's Spirit even there was working, and leading men, through penitence, into a 
higher and better spiritual life. These Psalms, together with hymns, litanies and 
magical texts, to the number of 100 pages, are given in the appendix,— a note- 
worthy collection, and increasing much the worth of this valuable volume. 
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